Cytodites nudus infestation of chickens.
Respiratory disease in adult chickens of free range flocks was reported in Victoria, Australia. Affected birds had dyspnoea, gasping, coughing and lethargy. Post mortem lesions were granulomatous pneumonia and air sacculitis, with numerous Cytodites nudus mites in the air sacs and bronchial passages. A treatment trial indicated that the individual administration of malathion by aerosol could cause clinical remission and prevention of further cases. No effective method of demonstrating mites in live birds or the environment could be found.